Edition: UK US AU Signin Mobile = Aboutus = Subscribe -

This site uses cookies. By continuing to browse the site you are agreeing to our use of cookies. Find out more here x

th Egllﬂl'diﬂll ) Custom Search

News | US | World | Sports  Comment | Culture | Business | Money | Environment | Science | Travel  Tech  Media | Life & style | Data

Culture ) Art and design )} Artist of the week

Series: Artist of the week Previous | Next | Index
. . Ehe New Nork Times
Artist of the week 156: Elizabeth Neel Ei share
This New York artist's seductive paintings veer between W Tweet <0
abstraction and depiction as she wrestles with themes of nature g 1]/ 1
and death ' ENJOY 4 WEEKS OF
Pinit WEB, MOBILE AND
E - TABLET ACCESS
are 0
Skye Sherwin _ FUR JUST qqc
theguardian.com, Thursday 22 September 2011 05.40 EDT Email
' &) Jump to comments (6) = 'S (
K}{i'éiémﬁigi&; ................................. : I

o) ol=igilal o)\ sl A MEIRIORY/EIES [o]gf  Are you a developer? Try out the HTML to PDF API pdfcrowd.com


http://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2011/sep/22/artist-week-elizabeth-neel?view=mobile
https://id.theguardian.com/signin?returnUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.theguardian.com%2Fartanddesign%2F2011%2Fsep%2F22%2Fartist-week-elizabeth-neel
http://www.theguardian.com/edition-permission/au
http://www.theguardian.com/edition-permission/uk
http://www.theguardian.com/contactus/1636992
http://www.theguardian.com/share/1636992
http://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2011/sep/22/artist-week-elizabeth-neel/print
http://www.theguardian.com/culture
http://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh%3Dv8/3e61/17/df/%2a/t%3B275588210%3B0-0%3B0%3B102605251%3B2321-160/600%3B53307666/53231875/1%3B%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://oas.theguardian.com/5c/www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2011/sep/22/artist-week-elizabeth-neel/oas.html/L32/1588198873/Right1/Guardian/NYT_ROS_160x600_Sept13/NYT_160x600_DA_Sept.html/52615461506c49356b32384144637539?http://www.nytimes.com/subscriptions/Multiproduct/lp5558.html?campaignId=3KW9W
http://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/series/artistoftheweek
http://www.theguardian.com/
http://www.theguardian.com/profile/skyesherwin
http://www.theguardian.com/profile/skyesherwin
javascript:void(0);
http://www.pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.theguardian.com%2Fartanddesign%2F2011%2Fsep%2F22%2Fartist-week-elizabeth-neel&media=https%3A%2F%2Fstatic-secure.guim.co.uk%2Fsys-images%2FArts%2FArts_%2FPictures%2F2011%2F9%2F22%2F1316683282695%2FAlmanac-2011-by-Elizabeth-007.jpg&guid=R3w81rzXQwVp-0&description=Artist+of+the+week+156%3A+Elizabeth+Neel
http://www.facebook.com/dialog/feed?app_id=180444840287&link=http://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2011/sep/22/artist-week-elizabeth-neel?CMP=twt_fbo&display=popup&redirect_uri=http://static-serve.appspot.com/static/facebook-share/callback.html&show_error=false&ref=desktop
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.theguardian.com%2Fartanddesign%2F2011%2Fsep%2F22%2Fartist-week-elizabeth-neel
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.theguardian.com%2Fartanddesign%2F2011%2Fsep%2F22%2Fartist-week-elizabeth-neel&related=gdnartanddesign&text=Artist%20of%20the%20week%20156%3A%20Elizabeth%20Neel&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fgu.com%2Fp%2F324e9%2Ftw&via=guardian
http://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/series/artistoftheweek
http://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2011/sep/29/artist-week-laurel-nakadate
http://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2011/sep/15/artist-adriana-varejao
http://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/series/artistoftheweek
http://www.theguardian.com/info/cookies
http://www.theguardian.com/us
http://www.theguardian.com/data
http://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle
http://www.theguardian.com/media
http://www.theguardian.com/technology
http://www.theguardian.com/travel
http://www.theguardian.com/science
http://www.theguardian.com/environment
http://www.theguardian.com/us/money
http://www.theguardian.com/us/business
http://www.theguardian.com/culture
http://www.theguardian.com/us/commentisfree
http://www.theguardian.com/uk/sport
http://www.theguardian.com/world
http://www.theguardian.com/world/usa
http://www.guardiannews.com/
http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.theguardian.com%2fartanddesign%2f2011%2fsep%2f22%2fartist-week-elizabeth-neel&id=ma-130918075011-620ce7ff
http://pdfcrowd.com

' T e N |

Flurries of paint ... Amanac (2011, detail). Photograph: Elizabeth Neel and Pilar
Corrias Gallery/AP

Can a picture ever be as good as the real thing? That's one of the age-
old problems Elizabeth Neel faced up to when her work first made a
splash in her hometown, New York, a few years ago. The artist's answer
was to create pulsing, gestural paintings veering between abstraction
and depiction, where thick pigment in fleshy hues was stirred into
turbulent layers.

As seductive as her swirls were, there was also something violent and
dangerous in these works, where snarled, dense brushstrokes
suggested bloody body parts. In Thanks Giving from 2008, a gush of
pale rose shooting from a brown, feathery mass could only be a turkey
recently parted from its head. Condolences, where scrunched-up shapes
in pink and beige suggest the wilting blooms of a funereal bouquet, is
similarly morbid.
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Translating nature into the manmade ... Gate the Shades (2011, detail). Photograph:
Elizabeth Neel and Pilar Corrias Gallery

Nature and death have been big themes for this artist, who grew up on a
farm with these daily realities. However, her source material is images
from the internet, which she interprets not literally, but using abstraction
to translate some of the stories and feelings carried by the chosen

images. Take the ominous Swamp Dump from 2005, where sludgy &:?]sstwearexpert David Hellqvist gives his advice
brushstrokes set against a pitch-black ground suggest an overgrown on what to wear if you are going to a wedding
wilderness. Its backstory is sinister: the painting is based 0N the StOry Of
a horrific plane wreck in the Florida Everglades, where rescue teams Naomi Watts on Diana
famously struggled to find human remains — any surviving passengers DUl Qs

. . . . Hirschbiegel and star
were believed to have been eaten by alligators while awaiting rescue. Naomi Wagtts discuss
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Awateryworld ... Relation of a Journey (2011, detail) Photograph: Elizabeth Neel and On the Guardian today
Pilar Corrias Gallery

In Neel's current London debut, her latest work shows a fresh, more
conceptual direction. She still seems interested in the dance between
abstraction and representation, but now she's underscoring the process
behind her paintings. Paper print-outs of images including wolves, baby
birds and braided hair are scattered on the floor, their forms echoed in
the canvasses' stencilled patterns and the twin black orbs which stare
like lupine eyes from a number of works.

There are still clouds of spraypaint in luscious colours like autumnal gold
and mottled purple to get lost in. Yet Neel has offset her wilder mark-
making by leaving sharp lines and squares of bald unpainted canvas.
Balancing flurries of paint with patches of plain white, these striking
compositions are a reminder that paintings are created using both
spontaneity and control, translating nature into the manmade.

Léon Foucault celebrated in Google
doodle

Why we like her: For the exquisite Relation of a Journey, where intense
ocean blues, the pale green of pond lily leaves and effervescent aqua
sprays suggest a watery world of springs, stained rocks and rippling
pools.
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Super-gran: The young Elizabeth caught the painting bug from her
grandmother, the iconic portraitist Alice Neel.
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Where can | see her? At Pilar Corrias gallery, London until 7 October. Technology

GTA 5 review: a dazzling but
Get the Guardian's Art Weekly email monstrous parody of modern life

For your art world low-down, the latest news, reviews
and comment delivered straight to your inbox.

Sign up for the Art Weekly email

EiShare wFTweet m Share Email

More from the Guardian World news

Nina Davuluri brushes off racist
criticism after Miss America victory

10, D DR L0
| bl O, TWAGUE 5T Dok CONSTRUITE A FUMLEHIM

The world's ugliestanimals Stop patronising French Fukushima cartoon After the gold rush:

- in pictures Australians offends Japan midwestern mining towns
12 Sep 2013 12 Sep 2013 12 Sep 2013 captured on camera
17 Sep 2013
More from around the web What's this?
Business ‘
A

Starbucks: no more guns in our stores

o) ol=igilal o)\ sl A MEIRIORY/EIES [o]gf  Are you a developer? Try out the HTML to PDF API pdfcrowd.com


javascript:void(0);
http://www.facebook.com/dialog/feed?app_id=180444840287&link=http://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2011/sep/22/artist-week-elizabeth-neel?CMP=twt_fbo&display=popup&redirect_uri=http://static-serve.appspot.com/static/facebook-share/callback.html&show_error=false&ref=desktop
https://id.theguardian.com/email/subscribe?emailListId=99
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/sep/17/brazil-president-snub-us-nsa
http://www.theguardian.com/business/2013/sep/18/starbucks-no-more-guns-stores
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/sep/16/miss-america-winner-racist-criticism
http://www.theguardian.com/technology/2013/sep/16/gta-5-review-grand-theft-auto-v
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.theguardian.com%2Fartanddesign%2F2011%2Fsep%2F22%2Fartist-week-elizabeth-neel&related=gdnartanddesign&text=Artist%20of%20the%20week%20156%3A%20Elizabeth%20Neel&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fgu.com%2Fp%2F324e9%2Ftw&via=guardian
http://www.pilarcorrias.com/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/artanddesign/2010/jul/07/alice-neel
http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.theguardian.com%2fartanddesign%2f2011%2fsep%2f22%2fartist-week-elizabeth-neel&id=ma-130918075011-620ce7ff
http://pdfcrowd.com

World's 7 Most Creative Company coming? Stunning Photos Of How to Turn Old Bottles into

(and a Bit Frightening) Inspiring guestrooms. Leonardo DiCaprio's For  Picture Frames
House Designs (HomeGoods) Sale Home (DIY Network)
(HouseLogic) (Lonny Magazine)

...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... World news

Internet Marketing Degree - ;
Get Your Internet Marketing Degree. SEO Marketing - Online Courses Brazilian pre51dent postpones

www.FullSail.edu Washington visit over NSA spying

Canvas Photo Print & Wrap
Museum Quality Canvas Print & Wraps Lowest Price only $8SF Fast Shiping
www.easysignsinc.com/

Buy The Best Paint
Authorized Benjamin Moore Dealer. Serving New York Since 1946
www.dacortahardware.com

All comments Staff replies Guardian picks f i
- Commentis free [~

Comments for this discussion are now closed. Yes, David Cameron, 'Yid' really is a
race-hate word. Here's why

6 comments. Showing 50 conwversations, sorted oldest first

s TheGrinch1897
ﬁ 22 September 2011 11:35am

Can a picture ever be as good as the real thing?

Not if Elizabeth Neel's behind it

Saff n

22 September 2011 12:36pm

oJalclg gl ol el islsl e MEIRIORYETES[6]g  Are you a developer? Try out the HTML to PDF API pdfcrowd.com


http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2013/sep/17/david-cameron-yid-really-is-race-hate-word
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/sep/17/brazil-president-snub-us-nsa
http://discussion.theguardian.com/comment-permalink/12514140
http://www.theguardian.com/discussion/user/id/4220777
http://discussion.theguardian.com/comment-permalink/12512868
http://www.theguardian.com/discussion/user/id/4175477
http://www.theguardian.com/discussion/user/id/4175477
http://discussion.theguardian.com/preferences?key=p/324e9&tab=picks&forcetab=true
http://discussion.theguardian.com/preferences?key=p/324e9&tab=staff&forcetab=true
http://discussion.theguardian.com/preferences?key=p/324e9&tab=all&forcetab=true
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=CBgOzbpM5UqL7M-LV0AHQqIGQC-D16LcDuIXGnE_AjbcBEAMghbvoDygDUN3GlcX8_____wFgycapi8Ck2A_IAQGoAwGqBJgBT9AIB_SqidvYbqNdUspN2Tuee5F4AVBR7oniDquf3Yq_zKAQzVeI8Up_WZRE26jJi_3xzu1o07iy1Ki-c6NQ5ufSySA7I9_EVAvLhqnNmUHZbJTYGUjqc9iLT9SuhqDkEduBmUZr9KxL0vWVDXtWcGm7z9JjTWUWEJu4tpttamsSjHFjJhLhLJYNWIAsYejobholBMk3PraAB-zhsAo&num=3&sig=AOD64_3MG6UHtt8ysVQoG6E6ykutLvFYTQ&client=ca-guardian_js&adurl=http://www.dacortahardware.com
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=CBgOzbpM5UqL7M-LV0AHQqIGQC-D16LcDuIXGnE_AjbcBEAMghbvoDygDUN3GlcX8_____wFgycapi8Ck2A_IAQGoAwGqBJgBT9AIB_SqidvYbqNdUspN2Tuee5F4AVBR7oniDquf3Yq_zKAQzVeI8Up_WZRE26jJi_3xzu1o07iy1Ki-c6NQ5ufSySA7I9_EVAvLhqnNmUHZbJTYGUjqc9iLT9SuhqDkEduBmUZr9KxL0vWVDXtWcGm7z9JjTWUWEJu4tpttamsSjHFjJhLhLJYNWIAsYejobholBMk3PraAB-zhsAo&num=3&sig=AOD64_3MG6UHtt8ysVQoG6E6ykutLvFYTQ&client=ca-guardian_js&adurl=http://www.dacortahardware.com
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=CSqQDbpM5UqL7M-LV0AHQqIGQC6yb498DxJWwy3nAjbcBEAIghbvoDygDUOvThiZgycapi8Ck2A_IAQGoAwGqBJgBT9A4AsaqiNvYbqNdUspN2Tuee5F4AVBR7oniDquf3Yq_zKAQzVeI8Up_WZRE26jJi_3xzu1o07iy1Ki-c6NQ5ufSySA7I9_EVAvLhqnNmUHZbJTYGUjqc9iLT9SuhqDkEduBmUZr9KxL0vWVDXtWcGm7z9JjGWAiDZu4tpttamsSjHFjJhLhLJYNWIAsYejobholBLkeKZqAB9ze3CQ&num=2&sig=AOD64_2hnoemfxDHP5s_7BZcCe-4Dcc5sw&client=ca-guardian_js&adurl=http://www.easysignsinc.com/print-on-to-canvas/
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=CSqQDbpM5UqL7M-LV0AHQqIGQC6yb498DxJWwy3nAjbcBEAIghbvoDygDUOvThiZgycapi8Ck2A_IAQGoAwGqBJgBT9A4AsaqiNvYbqNdUspN2Tuee5F4AVBR7oniDquf3Yq_zKAQzVeI8Up_WZRE26jJi_3xzu1o07iy1Ki-c6NQ5ufSySA7I9_EVAvLhqnNmUHZbJTYGUjqc9iLT9SuhqDkEduBmUZr9KxL0vWVDXtWcGm7z9JjGWAiDZu4tpttamsSjHFjJhLhLJYNWIAsYejobholBLkeKZqAB9ze3CQ&num=2&sig=AOD64_2hnoemfxDHP5s_7BZcCe-4Dcc5sw&client=ca-guardian_js&adurl=http://www.easysignsinc.com/print-on-to-canvas/
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CxSwbbpM5UqL7M-LV0AHQqIGQC62Gh-MD5dPL4zHHwIr9YxABIIW76A8oA1Doh-Pv-f____8BYMnGqYvApNgPoAGD2eX7A8gBAagDAaoEmwFP0Eg6mKqL29huo11Syk3ZO557kXgBUFHuieIOq5_dir_MoBDNV4jxSn9ZlETbqMmL_fHO7WjTuLLUqL5zo1Dm59LJIDsj38RUC8uGqc2ZQdlslNgZSOpz2ItP1K6GoOQR24GZRmv0rEvS9ZUNe1ZwEbjP2mP0d5uDsxiom239iuQAeJYlVhQv0vhbgNli6J1tGkUCDVHrKh1So4AH5aaaBA&num=1&sig=AOD64_3c4qBX1lFKz6xLl7Rem7Xdt3UPkQ&client=ca-guardian_js&adurl=http://requestinfo.fullsail.edu/ins/IMBSO_10b%3Fmncid%3D780%26mnckeyword%3Dcont-%26utm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_term%3Dcont-%26utm_content%3DIMBSO_10b%26utm_campaign%3Dimbs-o%26step%3Dinput
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CxSwbbpM5UqL7M-LV0AHQqIGQC62Gh-MD5dPL4zHHwIr9YxABIIW76A8oA1Doh-Pv-f____8BYMnGqYvApNgPoAGD2eX7A8gBAagDAaoEmwFP0Eg6mKqL29huo11Syk3ZO557kXgBUFHuieIOq5_dir_MoBDNV4jxSn9ZlETbqMmL_fHO7WjTuLLUqL5zo1Dm59LJIDsj38RUC8uGqc2ZQdlslNgZSOpz2ItP1K6GoOQR24GZRmv0rEvS9ZUNe1ZwEbjP2mP0d5uDsxiom239iuQAeJYlVhQv0vhbgNli6J1tGkUCDVHrKh1So4AH5aaaBA&num=1&sig=AOD64_3c4qBX1lFKz6xLl7Rem7Xdt3UPkQ&client=ca-guardian_js&adurl=http://requestinfo.fullsail.edu/ins/IMBSO_10b%3Fmncid%3D780%26mnckeyword%3Dcont-%26utm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_term%3Dcont-%26utm_content%3DIMBSO_10b%26utm_campaign%3Dimbs-o%26step%3Dinput
http://www.google.com/url?ct=abg&q=https://www.google.com/adsense/support/bin/request.py%3Fcontact%3Dabg_afc%26url%3Dhttp://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2011/sep/22/artist-week-elizabeth-neel%26gl%3DUS%26hl%3Den%26client%3Dca-guardian_js%26hideleadgen%3D1%26ai0%3DCxSwbbpM5UqL7M-LV0AHQqIGQC62Gh-MD5dPL4zHHwIr9YxABIIW76A8oA1Doh-Pv-f____8BYMnGqYvApNgPoAGD2eX7A8gBAagDAaoEmwFP0Eg6mKqL29huo11Syk3ZO557kXgBUFHuieIOq5_dir_MoBDNV4jxSn9ZlETbqMmL_fHO7WjTuLLUqL5zo1Dm59LJIDsj38RUC8uGqc2ZQdlslNgZSOpz2ItP1K6GoOQR24GZRmv0rEvS9ZUNe1ZwEbjP2mP0d5uDsxiom239iuQAeJYlVhQv0vhbgNli6J1tGkUCDVHrKh1So4AH5aaaBA%26ai1%3DCSqQDbpM5UqL7M-LV0AHQqIGQC6yb498DxJWwy3nAjbcBEAIghbvoDygDUOvThiZgycapi8Ck2A_IAQGoAwGqBJgBT9A4AsaqiNvYbqNdUspN2Tuee5F4AVBR7oniDquf3Yq_zKAQzVeI8Up_WZRE26jJi_3xzu1o07iy1Ki-c6NQ5ufSySA7I9_EVAvLhqnNmUHZbJTYGUjqc9iLT9SuhqDkEduBmUZr9KxL0vWVDXtWcGm7z9JjGWAiDZu4tpttamsSjHFjJhLhLJYNWIAsYejobholBLkeKZqAB9ze3CQ%26ai2%3DCBgOzbpM5UqL7M-LV0AHQqIGQC-D16LcDuIXGnE_AjbcBEAMghbvoDygDUN3GlcX8_____wFgycapi8Ck2A_IAQGoAwGqBJgBT9AIB_SqidvYbqNdUspN2Tuee5F4AVBR7oniDquf3Yq_zKAQzVeI8Up_WZRE26jJi_3xzu1o07iy1Ki-c6NQ5ufSySA7I9_EVAvLhqnNmUHZbJTYGUjqc9iLT9SuhqDkEduBmUZr9KxL0vWVDXtWcGm7z9JjTWUWEJu4tpttamsSjHFjJhLhLJYNWIAsYejobholBMk3PraAB-zhsAo&usg=AFQjCNGrg730a9MMoQtSdymQTfiClM3rTw
http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.theguardian.com%2fartanddesign%2f2011%2fsep%2f22%2fartist-week-elizabeth-neel&id=ma-130918075011-620ce7ff
http://pdfcrowd.com

ISl |hey 00K like the typical run of the mill mixed media paintings that are fashionable
at the moment - they are ten a penny. The emperor has no clothes!

epinoa

u 22 September 2011 12:55pm

The stuff | did with masked shapes when | was 20.

01billycat n

22 September 2011 4:13pm

Well | love them! It isn't all about masked shapes, the white marks are beautifully
drawn by the way, but the handling of the paint on the first one is gorgeous.

borris79 n

23 September 2011 10:07am

i'm always amazed at how many cynical comments are left on the art pages here

judging any work on the basis of small jpegs on a computer screen is not really a
comprehensive judgement at all

oneorange n

23 September 2011 5:43pm

I loved her show, very good sculptures and the paintings are amazing in real life

Comments for this discussion are now closed.
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Your ongoing guide to who's who in the contemporary

art world

Latest:

4 Oct 2012: Artist of the week 210: Anna Barham

Previous:

15 Sep 2011: Artist of the week 155: Adriana Varejao

Artist of the week index

Related information

Art and design
Art - Painting -

Culture

Clifford Rowe, David
Blandy, Enrico David: the
week's art shows in
pictures

13 Sep 2013

From Clifford Rowe's left-
wing posters and
paintings in Coventryto a
show by the ltalian
surrealist Enrico David in
London, find out what's
happening in art around
the country

10 Sep 2013

Painting theft suspect
wants trial moved to
Netherlands

6 Sep 2013

Francis Bacon And Henry
Moore, Chris Watson,
Tim Hetherington: the
week's art shows in
pictures

31 Aug 2013

Frank Holl: Emerging
from the Shadows —
review

o O
Exhibitionist: Tom
Ormond, Stephan
Balkenol, Roger Hiorns —
this week's art shows in
pictures
30 Aug 2013
From Kubrickian video
horrors to naked engine-
straddling students, Skye
Sherwin and Robert
Clark find out what's
happening in art around
the country
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